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BOOKS 

Di Angelo, Robin. What does it mean to be White? Peter Lang, 2012 
In a country faced with pervasive racial inequality and segregation, the question of what does it 
mean to be white is rarely discussed. This book seeks to understand why that is and also what 
makes the question of ‘what is white identity?’ so difficult to answer. Drawing on sociological 
works, this book provides a compelling analysis of white socialization and how it impacts our 
national dialog on race and racism.   

 
Hagerman, Margaret A. White Kids: Growing Up with Privilege in a Racially Divided America. NYU 
Press, 2018. 

An innovative, absorbing ethnography that reveals that there is no single way that whites learn 
about race. Environmental influences such as schools, neighborhoods, and even extracurricular 
activities profoundly shape the ways that affluent white children think about racism and its impact 
on people of color: one child can develop a critique of police shootings while another insists that 
racism does not exist. This immersive study is a must read for anyone interested in how racial 
attitudes in America take shape in their earliest moments. 
 

Harvey, Jennifer. Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America. Abingdon 
Press, 2018. 

For families, churches, educators, and communities who want to equip their children to be active 
and able participants in a society that is becoming one of the most racially diverse in the world 
while remaining full of racial tensions. For white people who are committed to equity and justice, 
living in a nation that remains racially unjust and deeply segregated creates unique conundrums. 
These conundrums begin early in life and impact the racial development of white children in 
powerful ways. Talking about race means naming the reality of white privilege and hierarchy. 
How do we talk about race honestly, then, without making our children feel bad about being 
white? Most importantly, how do we do any of this in age-appropriate ways? 

 
Hill, Daniel. White Awake: An honest look at what it means to be white. InterVarsity Press, 2017. 

Framed with a Christian lens, this work is an exceptionally engaging look at the road toward 
cultural awakening. This incredibly personal work follows the journey of its author as he searches 
for a deeper understanding and offers a new perspective about what it means to be white in a 
world fraught with racial issues. 
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Irving, Debby. Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race. (2014). 

Irving shares her sometimes cringe-worthy struggle to understand racism and racial tensions, 
offering a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, manners, and tolerance. As she unpacks her own 
long-held beliefs about colorblindness, being a good person, and wanting to help people of color, 
she reveals how each of these well-intentioned mindsets actually perpetuated her ill-conceived 
ideas about race. She explains why and how she's changed the way she talks about racism, works 
in racially mixed groups, and understands the antiracism movement as a whole. Exercises at the 
end of each chapter prompt readers to explore their own racialized ideas. Waking Up White's 
personal narrative is designed to work well as a rapid read, a book group book, or support reading 
for courses exploring racial and cultural issues. 

 
Jensen, Robert. The Heart of Whiteness: Confronting Race, Racism, and White Privilege. San Francisco: 
City Lights. 2005. 

This short, easy-to-read book offers an honest and rigorous exploration of the nature of whiteness 
in the United States. Mixing personal experience with data and theory, he faces down the difficult 
realities of racism and white privilege. He argues that any system that denies non-whites their full 
humanity also keeps whites from fully accessing their own. 

 
Lipsitz, George. The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People Profit from Identity Politics. 
Temple University Press, 2018. 

An integral work on the topic of white privilege, this book examines how racial injustice is 
allowed to permeate through the efforts of individuals and institutions. It argues that public policy 
and private prejudice work together to create a possessive investment in whiteness that is 
responsible for the racialized hierarchies of our society. An uncompromising look at our country, 
this excellent piece of literature is essential to understanding recent rises in ethno-nationalism, 
police brutality, and anti-immigrant sentiment. 
 

Metzl, Jonathan. Dying of Whiteness: How the Politics of Racial Resentment Is Killing America's 
Heartland. Basic Books 2019. 
Across the Midwest, there are many who feel that white America has been left behind as the 
nation moves further toward a multicultural and multiethnic society. In a time when many of these 
individuals want to “make America great again,” the policies and politicians they have put their 
trust in are often working against their very interests. This work examines three states where white 
voters have inadvertently harmed themselves by supporting schemes to “lift up white Americans.”   
 

Painter, Nell Irvin. The History of White People. New York: W.W. Norton & Company. 2010. 
Telling perhaps the most important forgotten story in American history, this book guides us 
through more than 2000 years of Western civilization, illuminating not only the invention of race 
but also the frequent praise of “whiteness” for economic, scientific, and political ends. 
 

Picca, Leslie Houts and Joe R. Feagin. Two-Faced Racism: Whites in the Backstage and Frontstage. New 
York: Routledge. 2007. 

Two-Faced Racism examines and explains the racial attitudes and behaviors exhibited by whites in 
private settings. The core of this book draws upon 626 journals of racial events kept by white 
college students at 28 colleges in the United States. It examines how whites think in racial terms 
by analyzing their reported racial events. 
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Roediger, David R. Black Writers on What It Means to Be White. New York: Schoken Books, Inc. 1998. 

This volume presents works of more than 50 black major writers to take a closer look at the many 
meanings of whiteness in our society. From folktales and slave narratives to contemporary essays, 
poetry, and fiction, black writers have long been among America’s keenest students of white 
consciousness and white behavior. Using irony, artistry, passion, and common sense, they 
illuminate how whiteness as a racial identity derives its meaning–not as a biological category–but 
as a social construct designed to uphold racial inequality. 

 
Solomon, Akiba and Kenrya Rankin. How We Fight White-Supremacy. Public Affairs, 2019.  

Overflowing with charisma and wisdom, this work unapologetically discusses difficult topics 
prevalent in today’s society. Drawing from various voices in the black community, this collection 
gives an honest look at the personal impact of white-supremacy in tandem with discussions of how 
best to combat these issues. These reflections serve as a valuable, and often overlooked, testimony 
in the ongoing fight to preserve and expand civil rights in this country.  

 
Sullivan, Shannon. Good White People: The Problem with Middle-Class White Anti-Racism. SUNY 
Press, 2014. 

Untangling the complex relationship between class and race, this work seeks to confront many of 
the ways in which well-meaning white liberals approach issues of racism. Despite good intentions, 
well-off white liberals often engage in behavior more concerned with establishing anti-racist bona 
fides than in helping construct meaningful change. This book argues that to move past these 
distancing strategies, white people need to alter their perspectives and goals to better pursue racial 
justice. 

 
Wise, Tim. Speaking Treason Fluently: Anti-Racist Reflections from an Angry White Male. Berkeley, CA: 
Soft Skull Press. 2008. 

This is a collection of the author’s best essays. It reveals the ongoing salience of race in America 
today and demonstrates that racial privilege is not only a real and persistent problem, but one that 
ultimately threatens the health and well-being of the entire society. 

 

ONLINE 

Privileged. Kyle Korver, Milwaukee Bucks (April 2019) 
When the police break your teammate’s leg, you’d think it would wake you up a little. 
When they arrest him on a New York street, throw him in jail for the night, and leave him with a season-
ending injury, you’d think it would sink in. You’d think you’d know there was more to the story. You’d 
think…. https://www.theplayerstribune.com/en-us/articles/kyle-korver-utah-jazz-nba 
 
I Wanted to Know What White Men Thought About Their Privilege. So I Asked. Claudia Rankine (July 
2019) 
My college class asks what it means to be white in America — but interrogating that question as a black 
woman in the real world is much harder to do. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/17/magazine/white-
men-privilege.html?em_pos=small&ref=headline&nl_art=0&te=1&nl=race-
related&emc=edit_rr_20190719?campaign_id=37&instance_id=11051&segment_id=15402&user_id=22
8d12aed86e83fddb8a0f04e062d1ae&regi_id=85902231emc=edit_rr_20190719 
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A History of  White Delusion. Kristoff, Nicolaus. New York Times (July 14, 2016). 

…in the last decade, almost two-thirds of white Americans have said that blacks are treated fairly 
by the police, and four out of five whites have said that black children have the same chance as 
white kids of getting a good education. In short, the history of white Americans’ attitudes toward 
race has always been one of self-deception.  http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/14/opinion/a-
history-of-white-delusion.html  
 

 
Teacher Education Needs to Acknowledge 'Whiteness.' Hui-Ling Malone 

https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2019/09/11/teacher-education-needs-to-acknowledge-
whiteness.html?cmp=eml-enl-tl-
mostpop&M=58931378&U=3065916&UUID=228d12aed86e83fddb8a0f04e062d1ae 
 

White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” and “Some Notes for Facilitators” McIntosh, 
Peggy.  National Seed Project. 

I was taught to see racism only in individual acts of meanness, not in invisible systems conferring 
dominance on my group…. I decided to try to work on myself at least by identifying some of the 
daily effects of white privilege in my life. I have chosen those conditions which I think in my 
case attach somewhat more to skin-color privilege than to class, religion, ethnic status, or 
geographic location, though of course all these other factors are intricately intertwined. As far as I 
can see, my African American co-workers, friends, and acquaintances with whom I come into 
daily or frequent contact in this particular time, place and line of work cannot count on most of 
these conditions. http://nationalseedproject.org/white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack 
 

A Conversation with White People on Race. New York Times (short video) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/01/opinion/a-conversation-with-white-people-on-
race.html?module=Promotron&region=Body&action=click&pgtype=article 
 
Seeing White podcast series (excellent, with additional resources)  

http://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/ 
 
The Promise: A Lesson in White Privilege (11:58 minutes) Unterschuetz, Phyllis.  

What happens when the warm connection between a black woman and a white woman is broken 
by insensitivity and unconscious white privilege? Are courage, honesty, forgiveness and hope 
enough to heal the separation? The true story in this short video is based on the chapter “The 
Promise” in the book Longing: Stories of Racial Healing by Phyllis and Eugene Unterschuetz, © 
Bahá’í Publishing 2010. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A89xhMV63rQ  
 

Annotated Bibliography: Whiteness Framed, Counter-Framed and De-Framed  
An extensive list of nonfiction and fiction books, plus textual and audio-visual online resources. 
https://abhmuseum.org/annotated-bibliography-whiteness-framed-de-framed-and-counter-framed/ 


